Guns, health and the exploitation of natural resources.
There are about 1 million small arms in Nigeria, which contribute to a large number of politically motivated killings. These are mainly sectarian (Christian and Muslim) and ethnic, over land and water rights and the relationship between the activities of companies and the environment. In the Ogoni region of the Niger Delta, with a population of half a million in an area of just over 400 square miles, there are 100 oil wells; the local community is attempting non-violently to clean up their environment. From July 1993 to April 1994 there were about 3,000 cases of gun violence, compared with only two in the previous five years. There were 250 deaths and about 100 amputations. Other forms of violence, including rape, also increased. Routine procedures in the hospitals that remained open were disrupted, there were serious effects on the mental health of the community and many became refugees. It appears that the guns used in this episode were imported by a multinational company for use by the Nigerian police.